The Best We Have 
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By Richard L. Lyons 

Wishing ion Port Stair Writer 

CHICAGO, Aug. 29 — Sen. Edmund S. Muskie of 
Maine won the Democratic nomination for Vice Presi- 
dent tonight after an unexpected floor battle that 
emphasized anew the deep split within the party. 

Muskie's nomination normally would be considered 
a routine action since he was the choice announced by 
Vice President Humphrey, the party's pesidentia! 
nominee. 

But when the state of Wisconsin was reached during 
the call of the states, Ted Warshofsky of Milwaukee 
arose to place another name 
in nomination. 

He said he realized he 
was making what may be 
considered a “symbolic 
nomination" and put forth 
the name of Julian Bond, 
the Negro state legislator 
from Georgia. 

This touched off a wild 
demonstration from the dele- 
gates who had supported 
Sen. Eugene J. McCarthy and 
Sen. George McGovern in the 
fight against Humphrey. 

Bond asked that his name 
be withdrawn because he is 
only 28 years old, and there- 
fore is ineligible to serve as 
Vice President The Consti- 
tution requires that the Pres- 
ident and Vice President he 
35 years old. 

Humphrey said that in 
choosing the 54-y ear-old 
Muskie for Vice President he 
believed he had “given to 
the Nation and the party the 
best we have." 

Humphrey said he had 
spent hours on the telephone 
today conferring with polit- 
ical. business, church, civil 
rights and other leaders 
across the country and drew 
favorable comments on the 
Maine Senator. 

He said that among those 
he talked to was Sen. Ed- 
ward M. Kennedy of Massa- 
chusetts, who was very high 
on Muskie. 

Humphrey said he had 
reached a final decision on 
Muskie early this afternoon, 
but delayed his announce- 
ment until after he could 
have a long talk with Mus- 
kie about the problems of 
the vice presidency and 
what he expected of his run- 
ning mate. 

But it was obvious that 
Humphrey has bad Muskie 
high on his list of possible 
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running mates for some 
time. 

He told the press confer- 
ence that he had informed 
President Johnson of his 
choice about an hour before 
the news conference as a 
matter of courtesy. He said 
the President has Tong 
known my admiration 1 ' for 
Muskie, who is one of the 
most respected men dn the 
Senate. 

Humphrey was asked at 
the news conference about 
deep divisions in the Demo- 
cratic Party and the wounds 
that were opened at this 
convention. 

Humphrey replied that 
“healing these wounds will 
take some time." And he 
added T am willing to ex- 
tend a hand of cooperation, 
willing to walk the extra 
mile and consult with lead- 
ers of my party on planning 
for the future." 

He said he hoped that the 
selection of Muskie would 
“bridge many a gap and 
many a gulf here in the 
party." 

Humphrey said the quali- 
fications needed in a Vice 
President Included knowl- 
edge of government, charac- 
ter, sense of responsibility, 
education and experience. 

He listed Muskic’s creden- 
tials as a two-term Governor 
and two-term Senator who 
has taken the lead in push- 
ing legislation to solve 
urban problems, though he 
comes from a state of small 
towns and farms. 

Humphrey also noted that 
Muskie had helped build 
Maine's long-dormant Demo- 
cratic Party into a winner, a 
feat that Humphrey per- 
formed in Minnesota 20 
years ago. 

Other assets, which Hum- 
phrey did not mention, are i 
the facts that Muskie is Pol- j 
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Harris of Oklahoma, politi- 
cal strategist Lawrence F. 



Leaders In three major 
stales with large blocs of 



ish and Catholic, He is, how- 
ever, largely unknown out- 
ride Maine and Washington. 

The super-charged Hum- 
phrey said he was attracted 
by Muskic's low-key, 
thoughtful manner. lie' 
called Mu side “a stable, reli- 
able. judicious, thoughtful 
man. America needs stabil- 
ity with a sense of social 
progress.” 

Humphrey said he had 
narrowed the Field of vice 
presidential possibilities 
down to three by this morn- 
ing. He would not name the 
other two, but Sen. Fred 



O’Brien. and former North 
Carolina Gov. Tern' Sanford 
had been considered well in 
the running yesterday. 

Muskie will carry a heavy 
share of the day-to-day cam- 
paigning leading up to the 
November election, said 
Humphrey. As Vice Presi- 
dent. he said, Muskie would 
“coordinate many domestic 
functions.*’ He mentioned 
specifically urban programs, 
an area in which Humphrey 
himself has been deeply in* 
X'olved as Vice President. 



electoral votes hailed the 
choice of Muskie. Robert J. 
Burkhardt, New Jersey state 
chairman, said “we could be 
comfortable with him if he 
were President some day.” 
Sen. Joseph S. Clark of 
Pennsylvania said he ad- 
mired Muskie and added, 
“He will help the ticket.” 

Sen. Stephen M. Young of 
Ohio, who backed Sen. Eu- 
gene J McCarthy for Presi- 
dent. called Musidc “a good 
fellow, honest and hard 
working.” 



